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THE STATE LIBRARY AGENCY 


Roger H. McDonough 


I gather that I am supposed to talk 
to you this evening in a somewhat prop- 
agandistic vein. I approach the subject 
on the basis of my experience as ad- 
ministrator for the past five and one- 
half years of the State Library Division 
of the New Jersey Department of Edu- 
cation and from my vantage point as an 
active member and immediate past 
president of the National Association of 
State Libraries. My associations in this 
latter post gave me an opportunity to 
get acquainted with other State Library 
agencies in a way that might not have 
been possible otherwise and I am great- 
ful for this experience. I am afraid I 
must talk a good deal about my own 
State Library because it is the one I 
know best and also because I believe our 
experience during the reorganization 
period we have been going through in 
recent years offers some lessons to our 
good neighbors in Pennsylvania. Before 
turning to the New Jersey story how- 
ever, let us look at the national picture 
to see what the general situation is in 
the State Library field. As many of you 
know it is far from satisfactory. 


The Public Library Inquiry report 
made by Dr. Robert D. Leigh and his 
associates pointed out that the State 
Library Agency was one of the weak 
links in the American library system in 
that the majority do not have “profes- 
sional staffs exercising vigorous leader- 
ship . . . throughout the state.” It was 
the considered conclusion of the in- 
quiry staff that “library development 

. will mainly depend in the next ten 
years on building . . . competent, pro- 
fessional leadership, official sponsorship, 
and expert staff in the State Library it- 
self.” That this view has been accepted 
by the American Library Association is 
indicated by the remarks of Milton E. 
Lord, President of the Association who 
stated in his 1950 inaugural address: 
“Almost everywhere throughout the 
country the point at which we are the 
weakest is at the state level. My prede- 
cessor made a striking presentation of 
the need for the American Library 
Association to focus attention actively 
upon our State Library associations and 
State Library agencies!” 


Why is it that the state library is so 
frequently a weak reed? An important 


Director, Division of State Library Archives 
and History; State Dept. of Educ., Trenton, 
‘. J. Paper given at State Library Assn. 
meeting, Lancaster. 


reason is that in many places the state 
librarianship has been a political plum 
to be offered to a deserving party worker 
for serviccs rendered. Until we take the 
position out of politics and insure that 
only well-qualified, highly trained _pro- 
fessional librarians are appointed we 
can expect no improvement in the situa- 
tion. This is a challenge that librarians 
must meet squarely whenever and where 
ever it is necessary to do so. 

There is a further difficulty in that 
we lack a clear definition of what a 
State Library is or should be. In speak- 
ing before the National Association of 
State Libraries in Detroit in 1949, I 
called attention to the fact that our 
wide diversity of functional responsibili- 
ties makes it difficult for us to talk in 
like terms that will mean the same 
thing for each of us. I stated at that 
time that a 

“survey of the Book of the 
States reveals the wide variety 
of library agencies at the state 
level. In some states, where the 
state library is under the De- 
partment of Education, it in- 
cludes all types of library agen- 
cies—the law library, archives, 
general reference, and exten- 
sion. In others, the state library 
is simply a law library. Then 
again, the legislative reference 
agency may be an integral part 
of the state library proper, or 
this vitally important function 
may be located in an entirely 
separate and distinct agency. 1 
shall not attempt at this point 
to argue which of the many 
forms of state library agency ts 
best. It is enough now to point 
to the fact that we have wide 
variations throughout the 
country.” 

Following this 1949 meeting the 
National Association of State Libraries 
appointed a committee to make a survey 
of state library agencies in an effort to 
determine exactly how each is consti- 
tuted and where it is placed within the 
general administrative framework of the 
state government of which it is a part. 
Walter Brahm of Ohio was chairman 
of this committee and Mrs. Hazel Byrnes 








of North Dakota and your speaker 
worked with him on this project. A 
preliminary report of the findings based 
on a questionnaire survey was issued in 
1950. The report was and is valuable in 
that it presents organization charts for 
all the state libraries in the country. It 
was recognized that this was only a be- 
ginning and the association therefore 
attempted to find some way of making 
a more intensive survey of state libraries 
that would really get at the root of the 
matter. Lam happy to be able to report 
some good progress in this direction. 
fhe American Library Association and 
the National Association of State Li- 
braries are currently making a joint 
appeal for funds for this project and we 
are hopeful that one of the philanthropic 
agencies will underwrite such a= study 
during the coming year. 


(Mr. McDonough then dis- 
cussed the reorganization of the 
New Jersey State Library; plac- 
ing particular emphasis upon 
the development of a strong, if 
small, professional staff in re- 
cent years. He then discussed 
some of the problems library 
agencies experience when they 
are part of a state education de- 
partment.) 


fo sum up my feelings about this 
matter I would say that if an individual 
is able to get along with other people; 
has the intelligence and the general 
ability to make his place within a large 
administrative framework; if he has 
courage and a fighting heart; he will 
make his way in a large department of 
state government whether it be educa- 
tion, the secretary of state’s office or 
what have you. I cannot emphasize this 
too strongly. Work at state level — or 
federal level for that matter requires 
an individual who is capable, resilient 
and who has the courage to go out and 
work against any odds for the things 
he believes in. Without these qualities 
the individual can never make his pro- 
gram a success. I know, from what cer- 
tain of you have told me, that Pennsyl- 
vania librarians are interested in im- 
proving your state situation. I urge that 
you press this matter vigorously. 

In the first place you must know 
exactly what you want. If the first thing 
you want is a highly qualified, profes- 
sionally trained state librarian you 
should go all out to see that such an 
appointment is made. Without such a 
person you are not going to get the 


leadership you require. The way to do 
this is to wage an immediate intensive 
campaign to persuade your Governor 
that this is an important matter. Enlist 
the aid of all your librarians and trus- 
tees, try to get to the men who are close 
to the Governor and persuade them of 
the importance of this matter. Talk to 
your individual legislators, particularly 
those whom your Governor relies upon 
to carry through his particular legisla- 
tive program. Remember the funda- 
mentals of dealing with legislators and 
public officials. There are only a few 
and they are ably set out in Beatrice 
Sawyer Rossell’s Working with a Legis- 
lature, published by the A.L.A. a few 
years ago. Among the things that every- 
one should know is that one “Dear 
Tom” letter from a trustee who knows 
an individual legislator by his first name 
is worth 100 letters written by individ- 
uals with whom the legislator is not 
acquainted. Use the friends of libraries, 
find out who knows the “people that 
count” and then get these friends to 
work for you. Tell your library story 
everywhere. Tell it to groups through- 
out the state — to your State Grange, 
your Farm Bureau, your Womans’ Fed- 
eration, the PTA’s and all the rest. Talk 
to the men who run your State Educa- 
tion Association, find out what they 
want and see whether you can’t get to- 
gether on a program. 

I have found that as in any other 
form of diplomacy, you advance much 
further when people know you are deal- 
ing from strength, not weakness. Be 
realistic, don’t talk to laymen about 
regional library service if that term 
clearly doesn’t mean anything to them. 
If it seems advisable, drop the term 
“library service” altogether. Talk about 
books and people, talk about libraries 
as a basic part of the education picture. 
Most important of all never never 
underestimate your own power. I think 
one of our chief sins as librarians is that 
we supinely sit back and let other 
people make decisions for us. It is only 
when we are threatened — when some- 
body talks about burning our books or 
moving in on our beloved freedom of 
speech that we get up on our hind legs 
and fight. We have got to do much more 
than that if we are truly going to im- 
prove our libraries at every level 
throughout these United States. We will 
have to have a positive program and 
then work and fight for it. To sum up, 
I would say that if you want to move 
forward in Pennsylvania you must know 
what you want; draw a plan; work and 


(Continued on page 5) 




















Voluntary Certification Important 


In 1937 P.L.A. adopted volun- 
tary certification of librarians. 
There were 1,001 certificates 
issued by January 23, 1953. Many 
of the persons are deceased or are 
no longer in the state. There must 
be hundreds of librarians who 
have never applied. 

Librarians and staff members 
are urged to contribute to the 
success of the plan, their own pro- 
fessional welfare, and the prestige 
of librarianship by applying for 
certification. The charge is fifty 
cents. There are three grades and 
qualifications are as follows: 

Grade A — College degree, plus 
| year’s training in a library 
school approved by A.L.A., plus 5 
years’ experience in a responsible 
position in a certified library. 

Grade B — College degrez plus 
5 years’ experience in a responsible 
position in a certified library, plus 
12 semester hours in a summer 
library course; OR 3 years of col- 
lege, plus library school approved 
by A.L.A., plus 2 years’ experience 
in a responsible position in a cer- 
tified library; OR 2 years college, 
plus 12 credits in summer library 
course, plus 10 years’ experience 
in a responsible position in a cer- 
tified library; OR graduation 
from library school approved by 


AGENCY— 


(Continued from page 4) 


fight together in pursuit of your objec- 
tives. Campaigns of this sort have suc- 
ceeded elsewhere in the country. I am 
confident you will be equally successful 
here in Pennsylvania. 


A.L.A., plus 2 years of college, 
plus 3 years’ experience in a re- 
sponsible position in a certified 
library. 

Grade C — College degree, plus 
6 credits in a summer library 
course or approved training class, 
plus 2 years’ experience in an 
approved position in a certified 
library; OR | year of college, plus 
6 credits in summer library course 
or approved training class, plus 3 
years’ experience in an approved 
position in a certified library; OR 
high school graduation, plus 15- 
$0 college credits, plus 6 credits in 
summer library course or 
approved training class, plus 5 
years’ experience in an approved 
position in a certified library. 





Grade D — (Valid for 5 years, 
but renewable) High school grad- 
uation, plus 6 credits in a summer 
library course or approved train- 
ing class, plus 3 years’ experience 
in a certified library. 

Requests for application forms 
should be directed to Ellsworth 
H. Brininger, secretary, Extension 
Division, State Library, Harris- 
burg, Pa. 

Richard L. Brown, Chairman 
Standards and Certification 
Committee 


PLA Field Award 


Evelyn Hensel, chairman of last years 
Recruiting Committee, was notified that 
the Pennsylvania Library Association 
was again awarded one of the Field 
Citations. These awards were made by 
the Field Enterprises, Educational Di- 
vision, for the most effective recruiting 
programs in 1952. The P.L.A. award of 
$100 was announced at the ALA Mid- 
winter Meeting. 











Friends of the Library Organizations 


In Pennsylvania there are at present 42 friends of library organiza- 
tions reported in nine districts, as listed below. Please report any other 
groups to the chairman of the P.L.A. Friends of the Library Commit- 
tee, Catherine J. Butler, Carnegie Library of Homestead, 510 Tenth 


Avenue, Munhall. 


NORTHWESTERN DISTRICT 
Titusville, Crawford 
Warren, Warren 
Warren, Warren 
Franklin, Venango 
Oil City, Venango 
FOUR COUNTIES DISTRICT 


Butler, Butler 
Zelienople, Butler 
SOUTHWESTERN DISTRICT 
Clairton, Allegheny 
Coraopolis, Allegheny 
Ford City, Armstrong 
Homestead, Allegheny 
McKeesport, Allegheny 
Pleasant Hills, Allegheny 
Sewickley, Allegheny 
Washington, Washington 
Greensburg, Westmoreland 


CONEMAUGH-JUNIATA 
Clearfield, Clearfield 
Huntingdon, Huntingdon 
Stoystown, Somerset 
Huntingdon, Huntingdon 

LEHIGH DISTRICT 
Pottsville, Schuylkill 
Wyomissing, Berks 

PHILADELPHIA DISTRICT 
Doylestown, Bucks 
Glenside, Montgomery 
Jenkintown, Montgomery 
Plymouth Meeting, Montgomery 
Haverford, Montgomery 
Philadelphia, Philadelphia 
Villanova, Delaware 

WEST BRANCH DISTRICT 
Sunbury, Northumberland 
Bethlehem, Northumberland 
Lewisburg, Union 

NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT 
Towanda, Bradford 
Canton, Bradford 
Dallas, Luzerne 
Kingston, Luzerne 
Plymouth, Luzerne 

SOUTH CENTRAL DISTRICT 
York, York 
Harrisburg, Dauphin 
Lancaster, Lancaster 
Mercersburg, Franklin 
Gettysburg, Adams 


*. of L. of Titusville (Benson Memorial L.) 
*, of L. of Warren Public L. 

. of Warren County I 

’. of L. of Franklin 

Belles Lettres Club (Carnegie Public L.) 


i> Me>Me BeBe >| 


Library Council (Butler Public L.) 
Zelienople Public L. Association 


F. of Clariton L. 

F. of L. Association (Public L.) 

F. of Ford City I 

F. of L. of Homestead (Carnegie L.) 

F. of Carnegie L. of McKeesport 

F. of L. of Pleasant Hills (Public L.) 
Sewickley Public L. Society 

F. of L. of Washington (Citizens Free L.) 
F. of L. (Seton Hill College) 


F. of Shaw Public L. 

F. of Huntingdon County L 

F. of L. of Stoystown (Community L..) 
F. of L. of Juniata College 


Pottsville L. Association 


(Free Public L.) 
Wyomissing Public L. 


Association 


F. of L. of Melinda Cox Free L. 

F. of L. of Glenside (Free L. Association) 
Abington Library Society 

F. of L. of Wm. Jeans Memorial L. 

‘. of L. of Haverford College 

*. of L. of University of Pennsylvania 

". of L. of Villanova College 


oe >Be >| 


F. of L. 
FP. at 1. 
F. of L. 


of John R. Kaufman Jr. I 
(Lehigh University) 
(Ellen Clark Bertrand L., Bucknell) 
*, of L. of Towanda Public L. 

. of Green Free L. 

*, of Back Mountain Memorial L. 

. of Hoyt L. 
»>lymouth Public L. 


zane 


Association 


. of Martin Memorial L. 

of L. of Harrisburg 

. of L. of Lancaster (Free Public L.) 
*, of L. (Mercersburg Academy L.) 

*, of L. (Gettysburg Theological Seminary L.) 


ony Pj Oy ay oy 
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Reading Public Library Makes Statistical Study 


RIcHARD L. Brown, Librarian 


There are twenty-six cities in 
the United States having popula- 
tions of 100,000 to 125,000. In 
May of 1952 I sent a question- 
naire, covering the last fiscal year, 
to the public libraries in the other 
twenty-five cities. 


At the time the tables on the 
following pages were prepared, 
answers had not been received 
from Elizabeth, N. J.; Fall River, 
Mass.; Phoenix, Ariz.; and Little 
Rock, Ark. The material for 
Evansville, Ind., and Savannah, 
Ga., was not used because they 
have two public libraries. Evans- 
ville has one serving both the city 
and county and the combined 
appropriation for 1951 was $235,- 
147.02. Savannah has one public 
library serving the city and a two 
county region, and a public li- 
brary serving the 32,000 colored 
citizens. The appropriation of the 
first was $90,363.09. 


Of the twenty libraries included 
in the tables, five serve both the 
city and county. These are Allen- 
town, Wilmington, Canton, Baton 
Rouge, and Duluth. Duluth is the 
only one of these whose statistics 
cover only the city. 


No library included in its total 
circulation phonograph records 
and pictures. I have added these 
because they are just as much a 
part of a library’s services as 
books. At the present time Read- 
ing is including them. 

In addition to branches, etc., as 
listed, all the cities have one main 
library. Five owned films. These 
are Canton, 142; Knoxville, 40; 
Peoria, 264; South Bend, 103; and 
Waterbury, 316. Bookmobiles 
were owned by Baton Rouge, 2; 
Canton, 3; Corpus Christi, Knox- 
ville, Montgomery, Wilmington 
and Reading each |. Those in 
italics serve the country. 








Quality, Service, Economy 


You receive all three when you send your work to Fehr & 

Johnson Inc. For the past thirty-five years we have special- 

ized in Fine Bookbinding with 90% of our work being done 

by hand. Even in this modern machine age there is no finer 

book bound than a HAND BOUND book. 

Pickup and delivery service Shipping charges paid 
within 100-mile radius both ways 


FEHR AND JOHNSON, INC. 


831-835 Cherry Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
“A Well Bound Book Is BOUND To Last” 
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Part-time 

Janitors 

Pages 

BOOK STOCK 
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PERIODICALS 

BORROWERS 
Aults 
Juveniles 

CIRCULATION 
Adult 
Juvenile 
Records 
Pictures 

EXPENDITURES 
Staff 
Janitors 
Books 
Periodicals 
Binding 
All other 

PER CAPITA 


Ciry 


POPULATION 

Branches 

Stations 

Schools 

STAFF 

Part-time 

Janitors 

Pages 

BOOK STOCK 

BOOKS ADDED 

PERIODICALS 

BORROWERS 
Adult 
Juvenile 

CIRCULATION 
Adult 
Juvenile 
Records 
Pictures 

EXPENDITURES 
Staff 
Janitors 
Books 
Periodicals 
Binding 
All other 

PER CAPITA 


UTICA 
N.Y, 


101,479 
l 

6 

0 

27 

l 

3 

6 
118,899 
6,210 
459 
19,382 
13,531 
5,851 
271,228 
146,080 
120,969 
0 

4,179 
$110,275 
72,305 
8,995 
9,247 
872 
2,212 
16,641 

$1.08 


PEORIA 
Inv. 
111,523 


5 


rors ot 


no we 


as 


€ 
3 
280,988 
18,118 
578 
30,342 
22,700 
7,642 
560,973 
373,945 
173,642 
12,834 
552 
$268,732 
152,287 
14,949 
29,779 
5,485 
4,605 
61,625 
$2.40 


SOMERVILLE 
Mass. 


102,254 
2 

13 

31 

40 

7 

3 
129,874 
8,499 
179 
15,500 
8,713 
6,787 
$32,212 
139,972 
185,616 
6,624 

0 
$127,624 
104,145 
14,952 
985 
760 
6,782 


$1.24 


BrRKELFY 
CAL. 


113,217 
4 

0 

0 

27 

1] 

4 

15 
214,504 
4,994 
318 
43,156 
37,478 
5,678 
563,348 


0 
4,220 
$161,796 
107,202 
11,714 
18,471 
2,523 
3,729 
18,155 
$1.42 


*DULUTH 
MINN. 


104,066 


61 
171,468 


6,285 
218 
22,363 
13,572 
8,791 
490,793 
237,197 
2 16,667 
4,546 
2,383 
$135,442 
93,375 
19,262 
7,943 
1,587 
1,861 
11.411 
$1.30 


SoutH BEND 
IND. 


115,698 
6 
9 
+ 
$3 
7 
7 
10 
166,696 
9,685 
531 
31,161 
18.889 
12,272 
697,348 
258,320 
428,103 
0 
925 
$195.262 
115,898 
12.249 


es 


35,601 
$1.68 


PASADENA 
CAL. 


104,087 


0 

0 

67 

14 

10 

14 
257,454 
6,920 
823 
56,775 


43,550 





463,959 
$2,555 


25,036 





$353,320 
250,514 
32,034 
30,000 
3,500 
7,000 
30,272 


$3.39 


*CANTON 
Oun10 
116,312 

2 
9 
24 
54 
17 

4Y, 

41/, 
202,055 
16,759 
433 
29,423 
16,862 
12,561 
1,234,096 
212,528 
1,006,415 
15,130 
23 
$191,630 
151,023 
8,186 
26,324 
2,842 
5,216 


34,036 


FRBURY 








ONN. 
04,242 
5 
20 
20 
28 
13 
3 
13 
4.443 
10,368 





18,301 
10,984 





7317 
34,656 
25,628 
95,849 

4,419 

8,760 
$2,443 
7311 

8,780 
19,808 

1,229 

2,586 

32,133 


$1.27 


MBRIDGI 
Mass. 


120,676 
7 

3 

19 

30 

5 

4 

13 
192,104 
14,516 
201 
24,007 





520,877 
9 
149, 158 
9 329 

( 
134,924 
8291" 
10,405 


24,006 
2,004 

15,60: 

$1.11 








DENA 


14 
10 
14 
454 
920 





ERBURY 
Conn. 


04,242 
20 

20 

28 

13 

3 

13 
34,443 
10,368 


18,301 
10,984 
7,317 
34,656 
325,628 
95,849 
4,419 
8,760 
32,443 
77,311 
8,780 
19,808 
1,229 
2,586 
32,133 


$1.27 


MBRIDGE 
AMAss. 
120,676 


/ 





3 
19 
30 

5 

4 
1: 
192,104 
14,516 

201 
24,007 


520,877 
862,397 
149,158 
9322 
0 
134,924 
82,917 
10,402 


| 24,000 


2,000 
15,605 
$1.11 





MONTGOMERY 
ALA. 


105,098 
1 

0 

0 

7 

0 

l 

4 
61,297 
3,687 
225 
11,930 
7,445 
4,485 
113,815 
53,395 
59,690 
730 

0 
$34,979 
10,620 
1,146 
6,629 
567 
510 
15,506 

$.33 


*BATON ROUGE 


La. 
123,233 
l 


4 

0 

33 

14 

l 

4 
76,014 
6,415 
161 
27,064 
17,010 
10,054 
370,344 
180,678 
189,666 
0 

0 
$80,799 
62,853 
1,829 
4,567 
506 
1,380 
9,661 


* ALLENTOWN 


PA. 


106,233 

l 

2 

50 

16 

l 
V4 

5 
91,808 
6,054 
275 
15.519 
11.962 
3,557 
320,689 
129,008 
165,543 
24,988 
1,150 
$75,822 
45,711 
4,402 
9.761 
1.264 
184 
14,148 


TAMPA 
FLA. 


124,073 
6 
0) 
0 
22 
0 
4 
4 
95,407 
8,873 
176 
19,685 
11,873 
8,137 
236,464 
151,962 
83,577 
0 
925 
$77,837 
43,595 
5,000 
18,001 
1,463 
1,500 
8,277 
$.74 


Corpus CnuristTI 


Tex. 


108,053 
0 

0 

0 

10 

+ 

l 

2 
40,548 
5,015 
169 
11,786 
8,889 
2,897 
217,570 
116,777 
100,793 
0 

0 
$45,740 
27,303 
1,577 
10,620 
919 
699 
1.619 

$.42 


KNOXVILLE 


TENN. 


124,183 
6 

l 

0 

33 

5 
6 

6 
130,522 
8,335 
435 
27,528 
18,910 
8,618 
333,624 
178,889 
134,157 
14,167 
6,411 
$142,532 
90,493 
13,703 
15,857 
2,231 
1,010 
19,234 
$1.14 
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READING 
PA. 


109,320 
3 
0 
0 
24 
5 
4 
0 
145,987 
9,162 
600 
21,515 
16,208 
5,307 
$25,432 
211,197 
98 257 
13,065 
2,913 
$107,088 
64,097 
9,332 
17,488 
1,921 
2,528 
11,719 
$.97 


CAMDEN 


N. J. 


124,543 
3 

0 

0 

20 

l 
4 

0 
74,129 
4,788 
66 
14,227 
9,514 
4,713 
150,780 
90,116 
60,664 
0 

0 
$81,568 
40,102 
8,937 
7,744 
1,301 
1,037 
22,444 

$.65 


*WILMINGTON 
DEL. 


109,907 


24,317 
7,824 
697,341 
309,445 
367,868 
2,245 
17,783 
$190,213 
116,563 


$3,437 


6,349 
33,863 


SCRANTON 
Pa. 


124,747 
} 
0 
0 
19 
] 
31 
11 
138,547 
6,759 
205 
15,475 
9,349 
6,126 
357,796 
185,445 
172,351 
0 
0 
$93,050 
55,334 
8,018 
13,297 
2,037 
792 
13,570 
$.74 








During the week of the Farm 
Show in Harrisburg the County 
Library Section displayed several 
of the bookmobiles now in opera- 
tion throughout the state. Al- 
though space was not available 
for such purposes outside the 
Farm Show building, the Section 
was given permission through the 
efforts of Nell B. Stevens of the 
State Library to park bookmo- 
biles outside the Forum where all 
the farm organizations held their 
meetings. 


The project was conducted by 
a special committee of Charlot 
Fleck of the Extension Division, 
Mrs. Helen Pursell of the Colum- 
bia County Travelling Library, 
and M. Elinor Harsh of the Lan- 
caster County Library, chairman. 
A scrapbook of all county libraries 
was prepared with vital statistics, 
special projects and pictures of 
bookmobiles, buildings, etc. The 
Extension Division procured a 
collection of new children’s books 


BOOKMOBILES AT FARM SHOW 


from the publishers for display, 
and furnished free giveaway ma- 
terial on county libraries and 
their formation. 


Lancaster County exhibited its 
bookmobile on Monday of Farm 
Show week, Lycoming County on 
Tuesday, Mifflin County on Wed- 
nesday, and Franklin County on 
Thursday. Librarians from the 
other nearby counties came and 
helped to staff the bookmobiles 
while they were on display. 

The County Library Section 
feels that the display was well- 
worthwhile, and hopes next year 
to be able to secure space inside 
the Farm Show building for an- 
other display of county library 
work. The section hopes that 
many of the patrons of the mem- 
bers of P.L.A. took in the book- 
mobiles while attending the Farm 
Show. 

Mrs. Carola L. Stuckenrath, 
President 
County Library Section 


AUDIO-VISUAL INSTITUTE 


Twenty-four librarians from 
public, college, school and special 
libraries of eastern Pennsylvania 
attended the Audio-Visual Insti- 
tute held at the Allentown Free 
Library, January 15-16. Mrs. May 
V. K. Valencik was hostess. The 
Institute was sponsored by the 
P.L.A. Audio-Visual Committee 
represented by Margaret Kateley, 
librarian, Upper Darby Public 
Library. 

The Institute was conducted by 
Irving O. Boerlin, director, and 
Philip Mannino, technical expert, 
Pennsylvania State College Audio- 
Visual Aids Library. Various types 


of audio-visual equipment were 
explained and demonstrated; ma- 
terials needed for an audio-visual 
aids information service were 
shown and discussed; and typical 
films suitable for community use 
were shown. 

The committee is encouraged 
by the increased interest in audio- 
visual service shown by attend- 
ance at the Institute, and by re- 
quests for audio-visual programs 
at the spring district meetings. 

The committee is indebted to 
the State College Audio-Visual 
Aids Library for its continued co- 
operation. 


























SCHOOL LIBRARY WORKSHOP 


The success of the new six 
credit course Library Science 407 
(Special Problems in School Li- 
brary Service) offered by Penn 
State last summer has encouraged 
the college to offer the course 
again in 1953. The diverse back- 
grounds, problems, and interests 
of the students who attended last 
summer provided a wide variety 
of both general and individual 
problems for consideration and 
discussion. The students were 
school librarians from East 
Stroudsburg, Ebensburg, Milton, 
Monongahela, Palmyra, and 
Washington, Pennsylvania; 
Evanston, Illinois; and Montgom- 
ery, Alabama. In addition to a 
consideration of problems of 
school library service a reading 
program was undertaken in which 
more than ninety of the newer 
books for young people were read 
and reported on. 

The instructor was Margaret 
McFate, librarian of the Element- 
ary School Laboratory, Girard 
College, Philadelphia, a member 
of the Summer Library School 
faculty since 1948. 

Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas, 
supervisor of school libraries in 
Raleigh, North Carolina, and 
author of Teacher-Librarian’s 
Handbook was engaged as special 


consultant for two days, July 8-9. 
Dr. Robert Bream, professor of 
education at Lehigh University, 
who was on the staff of the Edu- 
cation Workshop, served as con- 
sultant on the problem of the re- 
lation of the school library to the 
school administrator. 

The Bureau of Teacher Educa- 
tion and Certification of the Penn- 
sylvania Department of Public In- 
struction has certified this course 
as fulfilling the entire course re- 
quirements for permanent certifi- 
cation. 

School librarians who are in- 
terested in taking the course are 
urged to make application as soon 
as possible to Mr. Ralph W. Mc- 
Comb, Director, Summer Library 
School, The Pennsylvania State 
College, in order that plans can 
be made accordingly. Prerequi- 
sites are at least 24 credits in li- 
brary science, and school library 
experience. 

The rest of the Summer Li- 
brary School program may be 
temporarily suspended for 1953 
pending a decision as to the future 
of the library training program at 
Penn State. If you have been 
planning to attend or if you feel 
that the present program should 
be continued or expanded please 
let the directors know. 


DREXEL LIBRARY SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS 


For the academic year 1953-54, 
the Drexel School of Library Sci- 
ence is granting three full tuition 
scholarships. These will be 
awarded to American citizens who 
are graduates of approved col- 
leges or universities, and who are 
applying for entrance to the one- 
year curriculum leading to the de- 
gree of Master of Science in Li- 
brary Science. Selection is based 
on academic standing, need for 
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financial aid, and promise of high 
professional achievement. 
Application for scholarship 
forms should be made to the Dean 
of the School of Library Science, 
Drexel Institute of Technology, 
32nd and Chestnut Streets, Phila- 
delphia 4, before April 1, 1953. 
Inquiries concerning scholarship 
aid to foreign students should 
also be addressed to the Dean. 





STATE 


Southwest District chairman 
and secretary composed and 
mailed letters to all Southwest 
District members asking them to 
write letters protesting Governor 
Fine’s appointment of the Acting 
State Librarian and to have local 
individuals or groups of individ- 
uals send in their protest. Excel- 
lent reports are being sent to 
chairman Mrs. Mary Lou Groff 
from many of the librarians. 
* * * 

The Four County Library Clu 
is planning to discuss circulation 
and T.V., and the problems of 
small public libraries, at their 
spring meeting. 

* * * 

Mrs. May V. K. Valenick, Allen- 
town Public Library, was a mem- 
ber of the jury which selected 
recipients of the Freedom Founda- 
tion’s freedom awards for 1952. 
These awards, totaling $100,000, 
are made to individuals and 
groups for their work in bringing 
about a better understanding of 
the American Way of Life by the 
things which they write, do or 
say. The recipients were an- 
nounced on February 22 at Valley 
Forge, headquarters of the Foun- 
dation. 





* * * 

The Citizens Free Library, 
Washington, celebrated the 
eightieth anniversary of its found- 
ing during the week of October 
6-11. Events included a banquet 
with Guy R. Day, Editor, Wash- 
ington Reporter speaking on 
“What Do You Read” and an 
address by Rabbi Solomon B. 
Freehof, D.D. on “Great Books of 
the Year” at the official commem- 
oration program held at the 
Washington and Jefferson College 
Chapel. Other activities during 
the week were a concert and open 


NOTES 


house. Speakers also addressed 
each local high school and service 
club, telling the history and serv- 
ice of the library. 

The Merchants Bureau spon- 
sored a “What’s My Name” con- 
test with books displayed in 35 
windows where the titles could be 
guessed. The winners received 
valuable prizes. A reading contest 
was conducted in the schools and 
all third grade rooms visited the 
library. 

The entire town joined in the 
celebration. All library card 
holders were admitted to the Civic 
Music Club concert; two printing 
firms gave all the printing; a local 
caterer served the refreshments for 
the open house; flowers were 
donated; the local newspaper gave 
many pages of publicity; and even 
the taxi company delivered the 
prizes as their contribution. All 
the events were well attended, 
with eleven visiting librarians in- 
cluding Charlot Fleck of the State 
Library. 

* * * 

Kenneth H. Fagerhaugh, form- 
er Assistant Librarian at John 
Crear Library in Chicago, has 
been appointed Head Librarian 
and Associate Professor of Library 
Science at Carnegie Institute of 
Technology. Prof. Fagerhaugh 
will teach courses dealing with 
scientific and technical library 
service. 

During the war years, Fager- 
haugh was librarian and _ super- 
visor of documents and files at 
Clinton Laboratories, Oak Ridge, 
Tenn. He later served as a tech- 
nical librarian in the U. S. 
Quartermaster Corps. In 1946 he 
became research librarian at the 
John Crear Library and two years 
later was named assistant librar- 
ian. 
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— 





A graduate of the University of 
Michigan library school, Mr. 
Fagerhaugh is an active member 
of the Special Library Association 
and at present holds a four year 
term as a director. He replaces 
Melvin J. Voigt who left Carnegie 
Institute to become assistant li- 
brarian in charge of personnel at 
the University of California. 

* ke * 


Ru Wet M. Bell was appointed 
circulation librarian at the State 
Teachers College, East Strouds- 
burg. At one time a member of 
the Syracuse University Library 
staff, Mr. Bell came to the college 
from Griffiss Air Force Base at 
Rome, New York, where he was 
chief of the research library, elec- 
tronic development division, 
Rome Air Development Center. 


* ok * 

Parker Worley, Collegeville, has 
been appointed librarian at Thiel 
College. Mr. Worley received his 
academic training at the Uni- 
versity of Oklahoma, from which 
he received the A.B. degree and a 
degree in library science. 

The new librarian has been em- 
ployed in the Library of Congress, 
and during the past three years 
was reference and circulation li- 
brarian at Ursinus College, Col- 
legeville. 

Raymond Dunmire has been 
appointed assistant librarian at 
Thiel College. Mr. Dunmire 
graduated from Thiel, class of 
1950, and subsequently attended 
Clarion State Teachers College, 
majoring in library science. Fol- 
lowing the completion of his aca- 
demic work he was employed by 
the Elderton Joint School District 
as high school librarian. 

k* ok 

Copies of the P.L.A. Survey of 

Public Libraries are still avail- 


able. They may be had by writing 
to the Allentown Free Library, 
enclosing 15¢ in stamps to cover 
postage. 

* *® * 


Douglas A. Portzline has been 
appointed acting director of the 
State Library. His appointment 
has been confirmed by Governor 
Fine. 

Mr. Portzline is a graduate of 
Susquehanna University and at- 
tended Temple University Law 
School for two years. He has been 
law librarian at the State Library 
for six years. 

The P.L.A. is protesting his 
appointment. 

k* ok * 


Annual reports of P.L.A. Com- 
mittees will be out shortly. They 
are to be mailed to all institu- 
tional members. Some copies will 
be available to individual mem- 
bers, upon request, from the presi- 
dent of the Association. 


* * * 


The Board of Trustees of the 
Spring Grove Free Public Library 
sponsored a Book-Night and 
Teacher's Reception in the li- 
brary December 9. 

Mrs. Paul Koenig, chairman of 
the Library Board, and Rev. 
Ralph Robinson, local minister, 
discussed current books and the 
Revised Standard Verson of the 
Bible. Sarah Senft presented di- 
plomas to members of the Ameri- 
can Heritage Reading Club who 
had completed their requirements 
for the course. 

Plans are being made for a li- 
brary fund drive. This is initiated 
annually by a benefit motion pic- 
ture presented by Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles H. Noss of York, who are 
known throughout this area for 
their series of movies on the Penn- 
sylvania Dutch. 





Saint Francis College Library 
introduced a one credit course on 
library usage for all incoming 
freshman during the fall of 1952. 
The course lasted one semester, 
with one lecture a week. 


Previous to this it was the cus- 
tom for the library staff to take 
over the freshman rhetoric and 
composition course for one week 
or so, and teach the use of the 
library. Dissatisfaction with this 
system and its results over the past 
few years has prompted the insti- 
tution of this course by the 
English department and the li- 
brary. 

The class was divided into sec- 
tions with a maximum of twenty- 
five students per section. Lectures 
were given by Fr. Vincent Negher- 
bon, head librarian, and Margaret 
Tobin, assistant librarian. 

* * * 


Ralph A. Fritz, director of li- 
brary education, State Teachers 
College, Kutztown, has available 
copies of the Kutztown Bulletin 
School Libraries; How to Improve 
Them. This very useful bulletin, 
attractively illustrated, is pub- 
lished by the college. 

In September Chase Dane 
joined the faculty as associate pro- 
fessor of library science. He is 
teaching library science courses 
and working about half time in 
the libraries of the elementary 
and junior high school. He has 
his M.S. in L.S. from the Uni- 
versity of Southern California and 
served several years as a school 
librarian in California. 

May 1952 graduates who have 
accepted library positions in the 
state are: Ray K. Hacker, high 
school librarian, Morrisville; 
Mary Lou Hinz, high school li- 
brarian, Southern Joint School 
District, Glen Rock; Windolyn 


Lincoln, high school librarian, 

Braddock; and Jewel E. Schock, 

high school librarian, Emmaus. 
x * * 


Mrs. Jane Gray Smith, librarian 
in the laboratory school and mem- 
ber of the faculty at Millersville 
State Teachers College, has been 
appointed the first State School 
Library Consultant for Pennsyl- 
vania. 

* 2 &@ 


Dr. Marie Hamilton Law, Dean 
Emeritus of the School of Library 
Science, Drexel Institute of Tech- 
nology, will be the visiting in- 
structor in charge of methods of 
research during the spring term 
at the School of Library Science, 
University of North Carolina. 

ek ok 


The Philadelphia District Li- 
brary Association held their win- 
ter meeting on February 18, at the 
Free Library of Philadelphia. The 


MODERN 
SECTIONAL 


Card Catalog 
CABINETS 





Beautiful cabinets that will be 
in style for years to come. 


Made of selected maple in No. 
700 light maple finish and No. 800, 
mellow maple finish. 

See the NEW No. 53 Catalog— 
Your copy will arrive in March! 
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morning program was devoted to 
films and a discussion of their use 
in the library, Margaret Kateley, 
Upper Darby Library in charge. 
At the afternoon session Mrs. 
Ellen Lewis Buell, children’s edi- 
tor, New York Times Book Re- 
view, was the principle speaker. 
Tentative date for the spring 
meeting is May 20. 


* * 


The Easton Public Library, in 
cooperation with the Easton Area 
Boy Scouts, has set up a weekly 
service of book deliveries to the 
shut-ins. 


* 


* * * 


The Lake Erie Library Associa- 
tion met on November 14, 1952 
at State College Behrend Center 
Library. State meeting reports 
were given by Helen E. Rilling, 
Erie. 

Officers elected were Mrs. Jean 
Lopez, Warren, president; Mrs. 
Porter Auer, Corry, vice-presi- 
dent; and Alice Ackert, Meadville, 
secretary-treasurer. 

The evening program featured 
Philip Benjamin of Allegheny 
College, Meadville, in an illus- 


trated talk about his rambles 
abroad during the past year. The 
speaker also told of his recent 
studies at the Huntingdon Li- 
brary in California. A fine collec- 
tion of colored slides was shown. 

The meeting was well attended 
and an enjoyable luncheon and 
social hour closed the sessions. 

* * * 

The Southwestern District of 
the College and Reference Section 
is meeting May 2 at the University 
of Pittsburgh Library. The morn- 
ing meeting will begin at 10:00 
a.m. with luncheon at 12:00 m. 
at the Faculty Club of the Uni- 
versity. The afternoon meeting, at 
1:30 p.m. will be in the Faculty 
Lounge. A series of three topics 
are planned for the morning ses- 
sion, one of which will be on 
microfilms. 


* ® * 


Lycoming County Free Library, 
in the annual report for 1952, 
shows a total circulation of 122,- 
729. Expenditures for the year 
amounted to $10,695.13 There is 
now a total book stock of some 
19,233 volumes. Mileage total for 
the year was 16,186. 


CHILDRENS BOOK EXHIBIT AVAILABLE 


A Traveling Book Exhibit, gift 
of the publishers, will be made 
available to libraries throughout 
the state, in 1953. The Children’s, 
Young People’s and School Li- 
brarians’ Section of P.L.A. will 
plan the itinerary for this group 
of children’s books. All requests 
for the exhibit should go to Elea- 
nor MacDonald, children’s librar- 
ian, Mt. Lebanon Public Library, 
Pittsburgh 28. 

Ellsworth H. Brininger, exten- 
sion librarian, State Library, has 
obtained this exhibit for the state 
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through the Publishers’ Liason 
Committee of the A.L.A. He has 
arranged that the books will travel 
from library to library with a cost 
of only freight expenses one way. 
The books will become the prop- 
erty of the state library when li- 
braries are no longer interested in 
having them for displays. 
Anyone interested in further 
details may write to Coral E. Mel- 
son, State Teachers College, Mil- 
lersville. Requests for the exhibit, 
however, go to Miss MacDonald. 





1953-1954 P.LA. SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 


A meeting of the Scholarship 
Committee of the Pennsylvania 
Library Association was held in 
Dr. Harriet D. MacPherson’s 
office, Tuesday afternoon, Janu- 
ary 13, 1953. All three members 
were present with the chairman, 
Mr. Herbert B. Anstaett, presid- 
ing. 

Mr. Anstaett had previously re- 
ported by letter that $275.00 had 
been appropriated by P.L.A. for 
the Scholarship Fund for the 
school year 1953-1954. The first 
business of the meeting was the 
consideration of which school was 
to be awarded this sum. As Car- 
negie received the award for the 
current school year, it was unani- 
mously decided to continue the 
alphabetical succession which de- 
cided the vote in favor of Drexel’s 
School of Library Science. This 
money will be used for a partial 


scholarship, the recipient to be 
selected by whatever standards the 
dean of the school deems advis- 
able. 

It was further decided that this 
year’s award be given in the name 
of Helen A. Ganser, the recently 
retired librarian and head of the 
library science instruction at Mil- 
lersville State Teachers College. 
Miss Ganser was selected as an 
outstanding Pennsylvania librar- 
ian and former P.L.A. member. 
Mr. Anstaett will convey this de- 
cision to Miss Ganser. 

It is the unanimous desire of 
the committee that the Associa- 
tion increase the scholarship fund 
for the year 1954-1955. The in- 
creased amount should cover the 
full tuition for the school year. 


Anna F. Farran, secretary 
Scholarship Committee 





train To 86 A LIBRARY TECHNICIAN 


The Community College of Temple University offers at its Cedarbrook Center a two- 
year curriculum in Library Technology with both day and evening classes. 

Courses are designed to train Library technicians on a sub-professional level and 
the Degree of Associate in Arts will be awarded to graduates. For further infor- 
mation write or telephone: 


THE COMMUNITY COLLEGE OF 


TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 


Cheltenham Ave. and Sedgwick St. Phila. 19, Pa. Livingston 8-8100 
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